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Background 
 In 2011 we started taking notice of news items about solar power generation 
opportunities through Ontario’s microFIT program, designed to encourage and promote 
greater use of renewable energy sources. We were interested enough to contact a 
couple of companies to get more information and to see if our south-facing roof was a 
suitable candidate. Although the shingles needed replacing, it was.  

We picked an experienced local company, Ottawa Solar Power. They were great 
about discussing pros and cons, letting us know what to expect, designing the system, 
and navigating us through the paperwork (applying to Ontario Power Authority for a 
microFIT contract, setting things up with Hydro Ottawa, and certainly the installation). By 
mid-fall the new roof was ready for the solar panels; by November they had been 
installed, were hooked up to the grid, and we were generating power. It’s now more than 
six years later, and the system is still performing within ±3% of the numbers OSP 
provided in their proposal. 

Our system comprises 22 solar panels, permanently fixed to the roof, feeding 
power to an inverter mounted in our basement, which sends it out to Hydro Ottawa’s grid 
via their box mounted on the outside of the house.  We can keep tabs on the system on 
a real-time basis via our home computer as part of the OSP package. Collectively, the 
235-Watt panels generate a bit over 5kW, or roughly 6300kWh per year. We generate 
enough electricity to power several houses. All the energy our system generates we sell 
back to the grid; we purchase electricity for our own use just as the great majority of 
homes do, from Ottawa Hydro. So, each month we get a cheque, and a separate bill. 
 
Cautions, Comments, and Points to Consider 
 What I’ve written here is in many ways out of date, or possibly unique to our 
situation.  Since 2011 the cost of solar panels has dropped, but so has the contracted 
rate that Hydro Ottawa will pay you per kW hour generated. If you’re thinking of having 
solar panels installed, I don’t profess to have information on current regulations, 
contracts or rates, the possibilities of powering your own home, etc. What I can say is 
that although ours has been a very positive experience, you owe it to yourself to do your 
homework. Some things to consider, in no particular order: 
 Winter – You can’t do anything about it, but snow will fall, and it will cover your 
panels. Clearing it off will most likely be impossible, and you will lose sunlight and 
revenue. The panels will eventually clear through evaporation or melt, but revenues in 
the winter months will be much lower than in summer. 

Roof – What’s under your panels needs to be in good shape; it could be very 
expensive to have to remove & replace solar panels to put on a new roof.  Our contract 
is to supply power for 20 years, so the roof needs to last that long at least. 

Insurance – Hydro Ottawa now requires all microFIT customers to carry 
appropriate insurance on their generating systems. 

Taxes – Check with the Canada Revenue Agency; your income from power 
generated is taxable; of course some expenses incurred are deductible. 

Selling or renovating your home – Check with a lawyer as to whether you can 
“walk away” from your contract with Ontario Power Authority without penalty.  Can the 
buyer assume your contract?  What happens if you or the new buyer want to remove the 
panels or make changes to the house that would have an effect on the system’s 
performance? Will having solar panels mounted on the roof make selling your home 
more difficult? 



“Solar Rights” – What happens if the property next door is sold or renovated, and 
the new construction blocks or greatly reduces the sun reaching your solar panels? 

These are just a few examples of some of the things you should consider, or talk 
over with the company you choose to do business with, your lawyer, or insurance agent 
as appropriate. We were fairly naïve when taking this step into green energy production, 
but it has been and continues to be a satisfying and rewarding experience. 
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